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Recovering from Toxic Waste
Cooley Landing near the south end of the San Francisco Bay 
was once a toxic landfill site. Linda Gass offers a bird’s-eye 
view of the site in Cooley Landing: Life in Water (2015). Made 
of silk crepe de chine and hand-painted using Remazol dyes 
and water-soluble resist, the 18.5 x 18.5 in. work also celebrates 
how the sea has recovered by showing a view under the micro- 
scope of mud and water samples taken neary, which reveals 
amphipods, nematoldes, water boatmam insects, and more. “I 
use beauty to encourage people to look at hard environmetnal 
issues,” says Gass, who lives in the Bay Area. “I prefer to work 
in textiles so my work has an approachable and familair feeling.”

lindagass.com | @lindagassart
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